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Choosing, Usmg and Caring for

ScIssors
Shears

here are few milestone events in life: a rst kiss, getting
married, buying a home. And, for me, the day | bought my
rst pair of good sewing scissors. | still use those Singer s,
and | can remember, in great detail, the day my 11-year-old self
bought them in a summer sewing class. The scissors were ex-
pensive, but my mentor stressed the importance of quality scis-
sors. And | never once regretted that purchase. | ve depended
on those scissors to give a clean, smooth cut for countless years.
When Threads asked me to survey scissors, | thought | had
a good understanding of the styles, but | wasn t prepared for
the sheer volume and variety of scissors available today. So, as
the mailman delivered scissors by the dozens, | simply started
grouping them into three categories: scissors, shears, and
specialty. (Please note that when | use the word scissors ina
general sense, | refer to any implement with two blades; scis-
sors also describes a speci c category.) In the following pages,
you Il nd descriptions and examples of the main types in each
category, which should help you make informed purchases.
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There are three basic scissors that can accommodate all
manner of sewing tasks: dressmaker shears for patterns and
heavier-weight fabrics; a 5- or 6-inch pair of sewing scissors or
trimmers for clipping and trimming at your machine; and small
embroidery scissors for snipping threads and ne detail work.
Once you have these basics, buy specialty scissors as your needs
dictate. And always test scissors before you plunk down your
money. There really is no other way to become acquainted with
a cutting implement than to hold it in your hand, and snip and
slice fabric. Finally don t be afraid to invest in excellent quality.
If you re lucky, like | was with my trusty Singer scissors, they Il
last you a lifetime. 5

Carol La in Ahles (CarolAhles.com) is the author of Fine Ma-
chine Sewing (The Taunton Press, 2003).

00000010I000I000000



OIo00on0nooan
00mooooan

00O00000I00000

10000000000

OI000onOMEI000o]
00000000I000o0oam
O100n0o0o0moao

goigogoo

8 T o o M A W U MR O
0 0 o A M B WY
B I
0 T
0000O00000000I00n00moCooooo0an

goaionooooodogooodood
0001001000000000 0000010 00I0 00000010000 0I00 0N 0 0000000
00IOII0M0N00I00000 0 0000mO0000 0010 01000 O000m00000

OONIONOIMO0000000]
00o0oioono 0oiomooon:
00000 0 ) 0 0 A W AR 0D 0o0z0oCnomoono

[00000000E0I00000n0 a0
1000I00C0000nE00nO00ODoo0IC000oni000I0000moO0000I00moon

II000O0I000000o0EIDO000t0I000omOoI0I0mo0mnoCoo0r00o000too0T

8 W W W R W
100000mobooo00

goiooooo
OIC000N0IN00I0 0000000000 010000000000 000000000000
00001000100000001000000000I0000N 0 010010000I0000001000)
00I000000I00 0i00 oI0oNI0 000 0 000Ini0 0000000000 000D

poooodoood
8 A
8 1 T A
]8T 0T
80w o o
0 T A

000CrEI00OImnOoan
UoiooomOonom
I00I00000000oan

poonMooobigaaa

QUOO0bOOCOOCOOooIcoOn

oo




Joooot

0 M A
00 O0000I00N000000 000000 00I0000r00000II0 0000000000000 000!

N 1 A A ][

O A A
8 A
1 A )

0oooioaooooa
OI00I0000000000 0 0000000mono0000
I000000OIN0PIi0O0COEmODimoonomoon
000000I0000I00000000N000000001000
O000N00 00000000000 o000 000000]

L)

] a m  n a an moonoomn S
. - 00000I000000000001000000
(000000000000000000CT w
jobolooobotoooooooa !
000001000000 000I0 0000000000000 000 .

0 N A o A
000000200000 00000100000t 000000001
J00IbOIOO00nOO0oo0E00mooo0nenoooon
00I0moomo

0iooiod

8 T T N
0 1
II0Omo00no0rti00I00Do000Mo0o0no00i0omm)
0 A

OO0ODOONOONOOOD 27 TN
L \\
O0OI0000000I0] 7 ) N
o 7 Cut hinge \
ooooooonm 7 . \
- / totiponlongcuts
OI000000] / \
I — | CODOOONONONO00Ioon:
\ ooomIOMOONOOIONO0INNNOnD )
\  DOOMoOmDDINIONONOIO0D )
\ DOOOIONOONONNOOmOn0E  /
\,  DO0NOO0M0ONIN0No0D
Il Cooonomooommooo; AN ooomoomo -/
il ooooooomomo Con; N >
I00000000DIINOC] S

0IDO0I0I0D0OI0E0000
0iooIoomoooom
(C000000000I0000mO0

oor 0000000



googd

0
0 A A U
OooooboooItboboooiOnbOomona
0 M A
8 A
Y | R A A o M W
(D0DIIOEo0 O Dooioonomoonm
00oOiomoooononnoomoooan

. p Oo00uninioonmo

1 A A
: B ) O
1 O M II00I0000000

8 T T

R M ) OO0 0mO0IoI0 00000000
8 A A
Ui0ioodrobidmnobrroooooo
1 A
0O 000000000oomonn

On00000000 000 00000I0i000I0]

R

O000I000I000I0000000000] D,D‘]D,D'D“,[D_]’DD]D,D,IDD,DQ’DDD;

(O000I0o0D o0 o o
’ 0O0IOIoooomobomtooooo

D R .

y 4 N\

" Don't f ™
/ Pontiorce 0000000 D00 OImo000I000]
7/ acut \ 00010000010000002:00000000 IO OO 000000000
/ (O00000N0000Omom] ‘; HoREOoomoont A — B
{  OomOoOOIOODOmDm - )

A A
108 A
A A
00000000IO0I0n0I000IoODOn
0ioCoC0ooonm

v‘$ I0O00IDI0IMInINOnEoD
\ OooooIoOoongon; - f

\ ooooooooooon
N omooooon

00O0I0I00000NOmoaoan

~~ =
e S

10000000

8 0 T A
HIEDD[IDJDD]DD[ZDDDDHDDDDDDD[IDI]Dﬁ]DZDDD[DDJDDDDZDDJDDDID 0oomooon
] 0 o A A W W
0 0 A 0 o

I ] W ([
8 A T T 0 T
I 000 10 A o 0 [ ]
00IOCOI0Om0000000OI00I00 000000 O 00 . A A
800 T e L a  m

00 A

O T I
1

O0000000000C0OC00I0000 oo






